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from the father to the ovum by means of the semen; or according as the 
mother is diseased. In the former case the affected foetal villi of the placenta 
degenerate throngh proliferation of cellular granulations, with consecutive 
obliteration and atrophy of the vessels, complicated frequently by marked pro¬ 
liferation and thickening of the epithelial covering of the villi. 4. In the 
Utter case, when the mother is syphilitic, the three following conditions may 
occur: a. The mother, through the act of impregnation, is simultaneously 
aflected with syphilis with the fcctos; diffused syphilis of the plucental villi 
may then develop itself, though primary infection of the maternal parts—endo¬ 
metritis r.lacentaris—is not excluded. 6. The mother becomes infected before, 
or shortly after, conception. The placenta may remain normal or become 
diseased under the form of endometritis placentaris gummosa, or, according to 
Virchow, in a more limited sense—endometritis decidnalis. c. The mother 
becomes infected only daring the latter months of pregnancy (seventh to tenth 
mouth). It then generally happens that, in case the father was healthy at the 
lime of impregnation, the foetus, as well as the placenta, is exempt from the 
abore-described alterations. 5. The infection of the fcctus on passing through 
the maternal pnssages is rare, and not yet proved conclusively.— Med. Times 
and Uaz. f May 10,1873, from Archivfur Gyncekol., Bd. v., April, 1873. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

CO. Antagonism between Opium and Belladonna.— Dr. Johnson, daring his 
residence in China, has had great experience of opinm-poisoning and the ill 
effects of opinm-eating. During the lost seven years he has treated upwards of 
three hundred cases of opium-poisoning. He first employed atropia in 1869. 
Re employs it hypodermically in the severer cases, where the patient is pro¬ 
foundly comatose. In milder cases, emetics, the stomach pump, cold douche, 
and constant exercise are generally sufficient. It is in the worst cases that 
atropia displays its wonderful effects; for instance, where the pupils are firmly 
contracted to a pin’s point and immovable, the conjunctiva and the cornea in¬ 
sensible to touch; the face pale; the lips, eyelids, and nails livid; the pulse 
weak and irregular; the breathing slow nnd stertorous; the extremities cold. 
In such cases, he usually injects hypodermically half a grain of atropia. Within 
ten or twenty minutes the pupils begin Blowly to dilate; and. after an hour or 
more, the face becomes flushed; the breathing soft, without stertor; and the 
pulse stronger. Within two honrs the full effects of the drug (atropia) are 
manifest, “ viz., widely dilated pupils, flushed face, hot skin, tranquil, slow 
breathing, diminished frequency and increased strength of pulse, followed by 
calm and tranquil sleep, from which the patient is easily wakened after three 
or four hours." If within two hours the first dose fail to dilate the pupils, 
flush the face, and render the breathing slow, Bteady, and tranquil, he repeats 
the injection. In cases where the coma is not profound, ho first employs a 
quarter of a grain of atropia, repeating the dose if the first be insufficient He 
•ays, “I have observed very sudden and very unfavourable changes set in 
rapidly, even in the mildest cases of opinm-poisoning. This has happened so 
frequently, that 1 have come to the conclusion that whenever there is contrac¬ 
tion of the pupil and great drowsiness, after the evacuation of the contents or 
the stomach, it is always advisable to administer a small dose of atropia. I 
may remark, that in no instance have I seen any bad effects following the snb- 
cutaneouB injection or atropia .”—London Med. Record , April 9,1873, from Hot- i 
p»fai Reports, Shanghai, March, 1872. ! 

Carbolic Acid a Ccrebro-Spinal Poison.— Dr. D. J. Hamilton states 
(.am. Med. Joum. March 1,1873), that since carbolic acid has been so ex¬ 
tensively used, instances of poisoning by it have become more common, and 
several examples of it have come under his observation. He relates the fol¬ 
lowing case:— 
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